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Beware of
energy scammers
With the record heat this summer
increasing electricity bills, it’s important to beware of energy scams.
There’s a new national scam that
preys on people trying to lower their
utility bills.
Sadly, these days people need to
be cautious and even a bit skeptical.
As the saying goes, if it sounds too
good to be true, it probably is.
The latest hustle made headlines
this summer and works like this. You
receive a notification, supposedly
from the government, saying you
qualify for a new federal program
that will pay part of your utility bills.
You’re asked to provide routing information for your checking account
so the money can be deposited on
your behalf.
Instead, the thieves use that information to empty your bank account. They may also con you out of
your Social Security and credit card
numbers.
This widespread swindle was
conducted from New Jersey to California, from Wisconsin to Florida.
According to consumer expert Clark
Howard, 4,500 people in South
Florida alone had their checking accounts emptied.
This scam preyed on people at
a time when air conditioners were
running full-blast to tame record-

high temperatures. It spread with
help from victims who unwittingly
shared it on social media sites before
realizing they’d been conned.
But it’s just the most recent in
a long line of cons related to utility
bills.
For instance, one rip-off we see
almost every winter involves the
sale of heaters that will supposedly
reduce power bills. Really, these devices are 1,500-watt space heaters
that, like all other such heaters, tend
to increase your electricity usage.
In fact, the best way to lower
your utility bills is to improve your
house’s energy efficiency by adding
insulation, repairing leaking ducts,
and adding weatherstripping.
We urge people to focus on proven
projects. Big Sandy RECC offers efficiency programs and provides free
energy evaluations of homes and
businesses, and also publishes information bulletins at www.Together
WeSaveKY.com on inexpensive ways
to save.
If you do suspect someone is trying to swindle you, you can contact Big Sandy RECC at 789-4095 for
advice.
At Big Sandy RECC, we want to
work with you and help you save.
But we don’t want to see crooks take
advantage of you.
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Apply for
$1,000
scholarships
Touchstone Energy All “A” Classic scholarship
applications are available online for high school seniors. Applications can be found in guidance counselor offices at Kentucky’s Class “A” high schools.
At least 50 seniors will receive Touchstone Energy All “A” Classic scholarships to attend post-secondary schools in Kentucky. Applications are available from Sept. 1 from www.allaclassic.org or from
guidance counselors, and those must be turned in by
Dec. 1.
Eligible students must be in their senior year at
one of Kentucky’s Class “A” high schools. Students,
to be eligible, must also plan to attend a post-secondary school in Kentucky, including colleges, universities, community colleges, and vocational or
technical schools.
The one-time $1,000 scholarships are based first
on need followed by grade-point average, college
entrance exam scores, and an interview with a panel
of judges.
The scholarships are sponsored by Big Sandy
RECC and Kentucky’s Touchstone Energy Cooperatives to demonstrate our
commitment to
our students.
It’s one more
way that we are
committed to
the communities that we
serve.
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September 2012 deals
Co-op Connections Card
helps you save on services
As a member of Big Sandy RECC, you’re eligible for thousands of Co-op Connections Card discounts—including services. Save money by taking advantage of these offerings or visit
www.connections.coop for a complete discount listing.
Sprint: Save 15 percent on Sprint or Nextel monthly services; receive an extra $25 off select smartphones with new
activation and 20 percent off all accessories. Orders must be
placed through www.evpdiscount.com/touchstoneCCM and
using the e-mail address TouchstoneCCM@evpdiscount.com
at the log in prompt or by calling (888) 457-6294.
Absolute Security–ADT Authorized Dealer: Free ADT-monitored home alarm system with a one-time $99 installation
charge and purchase of alarm monitoring services. Call (866)
928-6164 or visit www.absolutesecurityofamerica.com/coop
connections to order.
Quicken Loans: Receive $500 cash back after closing your
mortgage with Quicken Loans. Go to https://vip.quicken
loans.com/co-opconnections or call (800) 646-1044.

